
SMART Business: Economic Impact of the Arts  |  Passion for Cuba: Professor Old Tells a Different Story of How Things Really Are



A LETTER FROM DEAN COLLINSTABLE OF
CONTENTS

2 Choral Rehearsal Hall 
 Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony

3 College of Arts &  
 Media Facilities

4 Visual Arts

 Painting a Way for 

 Student Success

5 SMART Business

 Investing in the Arts

6 Department of 
 Communication

 Featuring Professor 

 Sheila Skipper

10 Department of English  
 & Foreign Languages

 Featuring Dr. Paul Corrigan

12 Department of Music

 Featuring Dr. Mark Belfast Jr.

14 Alumni News

17 Investing in Arts Education

18 College of Arts & Media  
 Advisory Board

 Shaping the College Through 

 Compassionate Leaders 

19 Passion for Cuba

 Professor Jason Old Tells a   

 Different Story of How Things  

 Really Are

20 Faculty Research 
 & Achievements

22 Unpland Improv

the Smithsonian Institute Lisa Pegram. 

Last spring we launched WSEU 93.7. At 

the same time, we have newly branded 

our film festival to include high school, 

collegiate and professional divisions. 

If you’ve had the opportunity to visit 

the campus of SEU recently, then you’ve 

recognized an abundance of growth 

— both in the student population and 

in the facilities. Constructed by NuJak 

Construction and designed by KCMH 

Architects and Siebein Associates Inc., our 

new Choral Rehearsal Hall opened its doors 

last September and represents quintessential 

acoustical design. At present, construction 

is underway for over 18,000 square feet 

of arts space, inclusive of an art gallery, 

a 2-D/3-D art room, practice rooms, a 

bandroom, faculty studios, a percussion 

studio, a music business classroom and a 

control room for recording.

A momentous time indeed, this past fall 

the College of Arts & Media introduced 

a host of visual arts courses. Functioning 

expeditiously, we have gained approval for 

a minor in visual arts and are formulating 

a bachelor’s degree in studio art to propose 

as well. 

Working in partnership with the Polk 

Arts Alliance, CAM hosted an economic 

summit on the arts. Speakers for this 

event were from Americans for the Arts, 

National Creativity Network, GrowFL, 

Usher’s New Look Foundation and 

Madden Brand Agency. The summit 

presented convincing data on the 

cultural and economic value of the arts 

to a community and how technology has 

transformed every facet of education — 

in particular, pedagogy. The emphasis 

on STEM raises the question, “Where 

would we be without design in the 21st 

century?” Design is at the core of arts 

programming, and the arts are a force in 

teaching students to think critically.

The success our students and faculty  have 

attained would not be possible without the 

support of Southeastern University and its 

leadership. Also, we continue to express 

gratitude toward our friends and donors; 

growing vibrant, innovative and sustainable 

programs simply would not be possible 

without their support in recognizing our 

sense of urgency.

I trust that as you read this compilation 

of stories and data, you will soon concur 

that the College of Arts & Media at 

Southeastern University is rapidly 

becoming known as a comprehensive, 

high-quality destination for training 

in the arts. We remain committed to 

making Southeastern University the 

premier destination for students seeking a 

Christian education.Extending gratitude to the 2015–2016 

College of Arts & Media advisory board members:

Danny Adams
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Tim Blackburn
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On behalf of the 539 undergraduate 

students and the faculty of Southeastern 

University’s College of Arts & Media 

(CAM), I am privileged to present to you 

our annual report for 2015, Précis.

Our journey through the year has been 

one to establish our voice in the ecosystem 

of arts education, while also being of 

service to our surrounding communities. 

The end result can be seen in part through 

some of the narratives compiled for Précis. 

They include study abroad, a business 

symposium on the economic value of the 

arts, the Revolution Film Festival, our 

university-wide musical Children of Eden, 

Unpland Improv, faculty research and 

achievements, alumni news and up-to-

date information regarding the expansion 

of our facilities.

Simply to highlight a few of the stories, 

the College of Arts & Media has been 

intentional in stepping off SEU’s chapel 

stage and boldly supporting our local 

communities. The Department of Music 

performed at the Winter Haven Chamber’s 

annual meeting, the Lakeland Chamber’s 

annual meeting and the 50th-year 

celebration of the Polk Museum of Art. 

Numerous SEU students perform in the 

Imperial Symphony Orchestra each year, 

and faculty within the college perform 

locally, nationally and internationally. Our 

signature event with the Polk Museum 

of Art, Art-to-Art, included guest poet to 
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H undreds of friends with a 

demonstrated passion for 

Southeastern University and the 

Department of Music — students, 

faculty, staff, leadership and community 

members — gathered on September 17, 

2015, to witness the ribbon-cutting 

ceremony of the Choral Rehearsal 

Hall. Those in attendance showed 

enthusiasm and eagerness to view the 

2,200-square-foot rehearsal hall, being 

the first facility at Southeastern solely 

dedicated to the Department of Music. 

Adjacent to the rehearsal hall is 350 

square feet of instrument storage for 

percussion and the drumline Fireline. 

The architectural firm for the project 

was Kirk Curtis Mundy Hunnicutt 

Architects, and NuJak Development 

constructed the facility.

Leading up to the ceremony, donors 

were invited into the building for a 

welcome by Dean Collins, remarks by 

Dr. Charles Hulin and a breathtaking 

performance by the Chamber Singers. 

Bringing such talented voices into 

the skillfully designed rehearsal hall 

made for a performance that resonated 

CHORAL REHEARSAL HALL
RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY

within the hearts of those that helped 

make the building a reality. 

“For all present, the opening of the 

Choral Rehearsal Hall was a powerfully 

moving experience,” said Bill Mutz, a 

trustee for Southeastern University. “It 

was riveting to hear the exceptional 

clarity of voices praising their Creator 

— one of the most profound fine arts 

experiences of my life!”

Dr. Dan Gordon, director of 

the Chamber Singers, called the 

performance “an epiphany for the 

students and for the listeners.” “The 

students and I were thrilled with the 

room,” said Dr. Gordon. “It’s one of 

the finest rehearsal facilities I’ve ever 

experienced.” Dean Collins shared 

that the acoustical design was quite 

intentional in order to provide a safe 

and cutting-edge space for teaching, 

learning and composing music. Siebein 

and Associates Inc., an award-winning 

leader in acoustical consulting, 

provided state-of-the-art acoustic 

consulting, inclusive of computerized 

design calculations and model studies.

Following the ribbon-cutting, guests 

were invited into the facility, which 

features curved walls and hanging 

sound clouds to optimize sound 

absorption. Reverend Terry Raburn, 

chairman of the board at Southeastern 

and superintendent of the Peninsular 

Florida District Council of the 

Assemblies of God, exclaimed about 

the momentum this hall has created 

for the university and the entire 

Assemblies of God.

The Choral Rehearsal Hall is just 

one part of the college’s facilities 

expansion, as the university is currently 

constructing 18,000 square feet of 

additional program space for the 

College of Arts & Media. 

by Diane Simmers

Dean Collins sharing his heart with donors before 

the ribbon-cutting of the Choral Rehearsal Hall

T he Southeastern University 

board of trustees approved plans 

on November 13, 2014, for another 

major expansion of the university’s 

campus, including the construction 

of the College of Arts & Media 

facilities housed within the Live/

Learn Building. The numerous new 

buildings will allow Southeastern to 

continue its course as one of the top 

10 fastest-growing universities in 

the country. The 2,200-square-foot 

Choral Rehearsal Hall, constructed 

in fall 2015, was an innovative leap 

forward for the college, and now, 

18,000 square feet are being dedicated 

solely to CAM. The CAM facilities 

will provide students with the space 

and technology to thrive in their arts 

education. Additionally, the facilities 

will create multiple opportunities for 

our college to offer summer programs 

— vital for the purposes of recruiting 

prospective students.

The 649-square-foot percussion room 

will offer the Percussion Ensemble and 

Fireline drumline a dedicated practice 

facility. On the other side of the 

percussion room lies the 2,100-square-

foot bandroom, which is connected 

to the control room, from which 

recordings of the musical groups can be 

tracked. The existing Choral Rehearsal 

Hall will be connected for entryway 

into the arts facilities.

To validate the vision and acquisition 

of a comprehensive visual arts program, 

the visual arts facilities will extensively 

broaden the teaching opportunities 

and student education at Southeastern. 

The 1,200-square-foot 2-D/3-D art 

classroom enables Southeastern to 

begin offering 2-D/3-D courses for the 

first time in its history. This classroom 

is connected to a kiln room and an art 

patio, from which students can also 

construct 3-D work. Whereas CAM’s 

art exhibitions were previously limited 

to one hallway, now there will be a 

600-square-foot gallery specifically for 

visual arts exhibitions.

We are creating three suites that 

will empower our Department of 

Communication students to produce at 

the highest professional level and equip 

them with the skills and experience 

to compete in today’s marketplace. 

Within the color-editing suite, students 

will have access to the proposed 

DaVinci control surface, which has 

been the primary console used to 

grade Hollywood films, TV shows and 

commercials. The main editing suite 

will include a 12-core Mac Pro that will 

be utilized for programming broadcast 

and film projects. Professional audio-

editing programs, such as AVID Pro 

Tools and Apple Logic Pro X, will be 

installed in the audio suite.

The Department of English and 

Foreign Languages will benefit from 

the addition of faculty offices on 

the second floor, space shared with 

the College of Behavioral & Social 

Sciences and other programs within 

the university.

With an estimated completion date 

of fall 2016, students and professors 

at Southeastern eagerly await the 

College of Arts & Media facilities, 

which will launch the educational 

opportunities at this university to an 

unprecedented level.

COLLEGE OF ARTS & 
MEDIA FACILITIES

by Kyle Ashcraft
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S outheastern University is making quite a splash 

with the launch of its new visual arts minor. 

Taught by Yale graduate Professor Jon Seals, the 

minor will begin being offered fall 2016 and will 

include a plethora of courses. These courses include 

Drawing I and II, Painting I and II, Color Theory, 

Survey of Western Art, Art Gallery Exhibitions, 

Figure Drawing and 2-D and 3-D Design. This 

minor is one step toward developing the vision 

Dean Collins has brought to Southeastern for a 

comprehensive visual arts program.

Southeastern’s visual arts program has a unique 

approach in combining contemporary art and faith 

— something that most universities don’t teach.

“It’s more than just art technique and concept that 

students will be gaining,” explained Seals. “It’s 

about where art fits in the Kingdom of God and 

how students are going to be using their art in a 

particular way. They are Christians making art, 

and that does change things.”

Faith integration isn’t the only unique approach 

that Southeastern is taking to its visual arts minor. 

Students will have the opportunity to travel to 

Italy through Southeastern’s study abroad program, 

where they can study photography and Western art 

over the span of a week for course credit. 

Professors and students at Southeastern have 

continued to rave about the new opportunities the 

visual arts minor will bring to the campus.

“Getting our students more openly involved in the 

visual arts brings the university’s mission full circle 

as students are nurtured in their God-given talents 

and abilities, learning to create in the image of the 

Creator God,” said Jan Hurndon, professor of the 

Survey of Western Art course.

Michelle Rivera, a sophomore majoring in graphic 

design, is thankful to learn from Professor Seals 

and to have a newfound understanding of what art 

means to her.

“Art is an experience,” said Rivera. “It is more than 

what is on the surface of a canvas or paper or stone. 

Art can make you see things in a way you have 

never seen before.”

A critical means of maturing students’ involvement 

with art happens through the critique process. Each 

week, Professor Seals has his students place their 

artwork on the classroom wall, and the class spends 

time collectively analyzing each work of art in a 

guided critique session. “This teaches students to 

talk about art in a more intelligent and careful way 

and to learn how to both give and receive useful 

criticism, which leads to technical and conceptual 

growth,” said Seals.

As the Department of Communication embarks 

on the adventure of the new minor, the future of 

the program is said to be just as riveting, as plans 

are in process to create a Bachelor of Arts in Studio 

Art, leading toward a Master of Fine Arts.

by Kaylee Holland

VISUAL ARTS
PAINTING A WAY FOR
STUDENT SUCCESS

W hat role does art play in our society? Is art’s 

purpose solely to add aesthetic appeal and provide 

a mode of expression to a community? Or does it serve a 

more foundational economic and social function? 

In 2012, the arts and cultural production industries 

contributed $698.7 billion to the U.S. economy, making 

up 4.3% of gross domestic product (GDP), according to 

the Bureau of Economic Analysis. The arts and cultural 

industries are composed of fields many would traditionally 

associate with the arts, such as performing arts, museums 

and photography. But these industries also include fields 

less typically connected with the arts, such as architecture, 

computer systems design and graphic design.

Many are unaware of the economic impact the arts have 

on the community. In response to the arts’ significant 

economic presence, the College of Arts & Media 

partnered with the Polk Arts Alliance to host the second 

annual SMART Business symposium at Southeastern 

University on September 25, 2015. 

Jay Dick, senior director of State and Local Government 

Affairs for Americans for the Arts, explained the surprising 

economic impact the arts have in Polk County, Florida. 

There are 972 arts-related businesses in Polk County, 

employing 2,465 people. These businesses rank sixth 

among the top employers in the county. The fields of 

design and publishing rank highest within the arts-related 

businesses, with 348 businesses employing 787 people. 

“As Polk County prepares for its economic future, it is 

wise to embrace the concept of the creative economy,” 

said Dick. “Employers already demand creative and 

innovative employees, and this demand will only increase 

in the future.”

State Representative Colleen Burton appreciated how 

this event empowered the leaders of the community 

to strategically embrace the arts in order to witness 

a stronger economy. “SEU’s hosting of the SMART 

Business symposium is a testament to the university’s 

commitment to community,” she said. “The symposium 

by Kyle Ashcraft

SMART BUSINESS
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
OF THE ARTS

brought together leaders in cultural arts 

from across the United States to Lakeland, 

providing a unique opportunity to elevate the 

conversation of the impact of the arts on local 

economic development, education and overall 

quality of life.”

Other speakers included Dr. Dennis Cheek, 

executive director of National Creativity 

Network; Tammie Nemecek, director of 

GrowFL; Gavin McGuire, chief operations 

officer of Usher’s New Look Foundation; 

and Allen Reed, creative director of Madden 

Brand Agency.

Meri Mass, executive director of the Polk 

Arts Alliance, praised the event, stating, “This 

symposium, and the quality of our expert 

speakers, moved our city, county and state to 

acknowledge the facts of creative industries 

as an economic driver and the importance of 

teaching and preparing our students for our 

workforce in creativity.”

Southeastern University seeks to provide 

students with the necessary arts education to 

thrive in their future careers. For example, 

recognizing the emergence of the graphic 

design field, Southeastern began offering a 

bachelor’s degree in graphic design in 2013. 

Dick also commented on how Southeastern is 

succeeding in its vision, stating, “Southeastern 

University’s work and investment with the 

SMART Business symposium is not only 

forward-looking but well equips and prepares 

its students for success after graduation.”

State Representative 

Colleen Burton

Diana Smith and 

Lu Fitzwater

Jay Dick, senior director 

of State and Local 

Government Affairs for 

Americans for the Arts
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The recent expansion of SEU’s own radio station, 

WSEU 93.7 FM, allows students to gain hands-

on experience in radio broadcasting. Under the 

leadership of Dr. David Lee, associate professor 

of broadcast and journalism, students have the 

opportunity to produce sports shows, panel 

discussions and weekly profiles of students, 

faculty, staff and alumni. The radio signal reaches 

approximately 60,000 individuals in Lakeland. 

In addition to the growth of WSEU, what 

was previously known as the 180 Film Festival 

for nine years has now been rebranded as the 

Revolution Film Festival. The Revolution Film 

Festival celebrates short films featuring characters 

that experience moral transformation. The film 

categories have expanded this year to include high 

school, collegiate and professional submissions.

The Revolution Film Festival will be held February 

5–6, 2016, with special guest Matthew Luhn as 

the keynote speaker. Luhn is a story supervisor for 

Pixar Animation Studios and travels the world, 

teaching story and character development. He has 

developed stories and characters for four Golden 

Globe- and four Academy Award-winning 

movies, including all three Toy Story movies, 

Monsters Inc., UP and Finding Nemo. On February 

5, Luhn will be presenting an all-day story seminar 

at Southeastern, where he will share his process for 

creating new ideas and characters, how to develop 

story structure and how to turn your story ideas 

from script to storyboards to finished product.

Department of

COMMUNICATION

Presently, the Department of Communication 

continues to produce quality programs and 

graduates. The recent separation of the public 

relations/journalism major and the growing 

number of students in the new graphic design 

major have allowed the department to remain 

relevant in the field. In addition, the department is 

offering four art exhibitions this year, highlighting 

the talent of students in photography, digital 

media, drawing and painting courses.

“I believe our students have the talent to receive 

national awards for their films, broadcast shows, 

written articles, press releases, graphic designs and 

visual art,” said Dr. Chad Neuman, chair of the 

Department of Communication. “I know we have 

the faculty to guide them to get to this goal.”

Graduates of the Department of Communication 

continue to be exceedingly successful. Recent 

graduates are currently working as talk show hosts, 

reporters, investigative journalists, public relations 

associates and magazine graphic designers.

“Our department is known for empowering 

students to apply the theory they learn in a 

practical way in order to produce quality portfolio 

content, making them marketable to employers,” 

said Dr. Neuman.

The Department of Communication consistently 

thrives as it equips students to enter an 

ever-changing workforce. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Sheila Skipper

by Arin Kurtz

Dr. Chad Neuman
Department Chair

The Department of Communication continues to build its reputation of excellence in the 

Southeastern University and Lakeland communities through the expanding influence of 

WSEU radio, the rebranding of the film festival and the growth of academic programs.

by Kaylee Holland

Southeastern University celebrates 

Sheila Skipper’s second year as the 

Department of Communication’s 

public relations professor. 

A natural renaissance woman, 

Professor Skipper has explored almost 

all facets of the public relations field, 

ranging from teaching, insurance 

and nonprofits to a public chemical 

corporation, a Fortune 500 company 

and a trade association. 

“When I look back, I see all of those 

different experiences, and it’s perfect 

for where God has placed me now,” 

reminisced Professor Skipper. “There’s 

an experience in each of those jobs that 

I can relate to what we’re currently 

learning in the classroom.”

Professor Skipper’s familiarity with 

public relations isn’t the only valuable 

asset she brings to her classroom. Her 

strong-rooted relationship 

with God and her esteemed 

wisdom inspires many of her 

students. She is best known 

for opening each class session 

by reading a profound 

devotional from world-

renowned spiritual author 

Oswald Chambers.

“I like Oswald. He speaks a lot of truth in very few 

words, which is something that appeals to someone 

with a journalism background,” laughed Professor 

Skipper. “He’s timeless, and much of what he says really 

can resonate with public relations and the practice of 

picking words.”

If Oswald Chambers were to pick one word to describe 

Professor Skipper, it might be “dedication.” Her 

steadfast commitment to furthering students’ education 

has brought an abundance of opportunities for the 

Department of Communication. Because of Professor 

Skipper, the Southeastern student chapter of the Florida 

Public Relations Association has been revived, classes on 

strategic communications and social media have been 

set in motion and connections with local companies for 

internships are growing at a rapid pace. 

The professors and students at Southeastern appreciate 

the impact Professor Skipper has on the community.

Professor David Sparling teaching his 

Digital Video Editing course
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Directed by PATRICK FLEITZ   Book by JOHN CAIRD   Music and Lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ

Based on a concept by CHARLES LISANBY   Orchestrations by BRUCE COUGHLIN and MARTIN ERSKINE

CHILDREN OF EDEN IS PRESENTED THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH MUSICAL THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI).

ALL AUTHORIZED PERFORMANCE MATERIALS ARE ALSO SUPPLIED BY MTI.

421 W. 54TH ST. NEW YORK, NY 10019  |  PHONE: 212.541.4684  |  FAX: 212.397.4684  |  MTISHOWS.COM

APRIL 8–9, 7:30 PM  |  APRIL 10, 2:00 PM

Harrison School for the Arts
750 Hollingsworth Road, Lakeland, Florida

Adults: $15
Students: $10

SEU alumna Jessica Goldsmith 

in the Choral Rehearsal Hall

President Ingle speaking at the 

SMART Business symposium

Dr. Dan Gordon celebrating the excellent 

Chamber Choir performance before the 

ribbon-cutting of the Choral Rehearsal Hall

Provost Hackett with Dean Collins before the 

ribbon-cutting of the Choral Rehearsal Hall

Yaritza Rivera in 

Seussical the Musical

Dr. Rickey Cotton at the 

ekphrastic poetry event

Dr. Brian Carroll, executive vice president, and 

Reverend Terry Raburn, chairman of the board, at 

the ribbon-cutting of the Choral Rehearsal Hall

SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ARTS & MEDIA

PRESENTS
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Dr. Linda Linzey, chair of the Department of 

English and Foreign Languages, values these 

unique studies and the importance of literature 

and language. 

“It’s really a fulfillment of the great commandments 

to love God and love people,” said Dr. Linzey. 

“How can we understand God if we don’t 

understand his creation? How can we love people 

if we don’t understand their hurts, pains and 

passions? Studying literature that’s written by all 

kinds of people helps us do that.”

The England study abroad program allows 

students to spend one week in London and one 

week around the countryside. After returning 

from the trip, students are assigned a project to 

complete over the summer. There were 14 students 

that went on the trip in spring 2015, and there are 

eight that plan to go in spring 2016, although this 

number will increase closer to the trip.

The Nicaragua study abroad program includes 10 

credit hours of course work and allows students 

to visit historical and artistic sites, villages and 

various geographical locations. Upon completing 

the four-week program, students will have earned 

a Spanish minor because of the eight credit hours 

of Elementary Spanish A and B completed prior 

to studying abroad. There were 12 students that 

completed the program in spring 2015, and at least 

12 plan to study abroad in Nicaragua in spring 2016.

Upon completing the Bachelor of Arts in English 

and Intercultural Studies, students receive the 

TESOL certificate, qualifying them to teach 

English as a second language. One way for students 

to receive field experience toward their TESOL 

certification is through the FIRE English classes.

The FIRE English classes are free nine-week 

English language classes offered to those with 

beginner, intermediate and advanced English 

abilities. The purpose of the course is to help 

students reach their professional and personal goals 

through bettering their English language skills.

“HOW CAN WE LOVE PEOPLE IF 

WE DON’T UNDERSTAND THEIR 

HURTS, PAINS AND PASSIONS? 

STUDYING LITERATURE THAT’S 

WRITTEN BY ALL KINDS OF 

PEOPLE HELPS US DO THAT.”

by Jessica Kurbatov

Drew Smith, a second-year teacher in 

the FIRE English program, has duties 

that involve lesson planning, teaching 

and working with co-teachers. “The 

relationships I develop with my students 

are the heart of the classes,” said Smith. 

“English language improvement is the 

goal, but the people I encounter are 

the reason I love teaching for the FIRE 

English classes.”

Every spring semester, students taking the 

Advanced Poetry class write poems based 

on different works at the Polk Museum of 

Art. Students observe the works of art and 

then write a poem for a particular one, 

either explaining it visually or responding 

to it emotionally. An event is then held at 

the museum where poets recite their poems 

in front of their chosen piece of art. This 

process is known as ekphrastic poetry, and 

this event, titled Art-to-Art: The Intersection 

of Images and Words, will take place March 

10 at 6:30 PM.

Through its growing programs and events, 

the Department of English and Foreign 

Languages continues to equip students 

with an understanding of how to love God 

and others through literature and language.

Department of

ENGLISH AND 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Dr. Linda Linzey 
Department Chair

There are a variety of opportunities for students to enhance their education within 

the Department of English and Foreign Languages. These include two study abroad 

programs, FIRE English classes and ekphrastic poetry.

by Kayla Malizzi

“Bringing literature 

to life and life to 

literature” could be the motto of the English 

professors at Southeastern University, and none 

more so than Dr. Paul T. Corrigan. Dr. Corrigan has 

been a professor at Southeastern for the past seven 

years and currently teaches American Literature 

and World Literature. He also regularly teaches 

Introduction to Literature and English Composition 

II and will soon teach Native American Literature.

When asked what his goals as a teacher are, Dr. 

Corrigan said, “As a teacher, I want to help people 

read deeply, write freely, dialogue openly, think 

wisely, act compassionately and grow continually.”

To accomplish this, Dr. Corrigan likes to experiment 

with his classes. His experiments include community 

service, hands-on experiences and engaging projects. 

For example, after his Introduction to Literature 

class read Tom Griffin’s The Boys Next Door, a play 

about men with different developmental disabilities, 

the class visited and read to the clients at Lakeland’s 

Alliance for Independence, a center that works with 

adults with disabilities.

Dr. Corrigan’s passion for literature and teaching 

has extended beyond the classroom and encouraged 

him to publish many essays on those topics in 

different scholarly journals and periodicals, 

including The Chronicle of Higher Education. One 

such article that Dr. Corrigan published, “Painting 

as a Reading Practice,” encourages students to 

look more deeply into texts by painting a response 

to their readings. His passion also allows him to 

engage the respect and energy of his students, 

helping them to see the importance, richness and 

life in the literature he teaches. 

FACULTY
SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Paul
Corrigan

Guest artist Lisa Pegram; Elizabeth Benskin; and 

Claire Orologas, executive director of the Polk 

Museum of Art, at the ekphrastic poetry event
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Dr. Charles Hulin
Department Chair

Department of

MUSIC

Departmental performances have featured a select 

variation of musical genres, providing people 

opportunities to experience music they might not 

otherwise have appreciated.

“The arts provide a model of cooperating to 

achieve something that is beautiful and moves 

people,” said Department of Music Chair Dr. 

Charles Hulin. “Concerts like these open a 

window on things that have been deemed valuable 

enough to pass from one generation to another.”  

Music faculty member Dr. Danny Tindall notes that 

there is something different about Southeastern’s 

music students and their performances that both 

audiences and instructors find inspiring. Dr. 

Tindall calls it “excellence with anointing.” “There 

is a connectedness and family supportiveness here, 

which is created by God calling our students and 

faculty,” Dr. Hulin explained. 

As part of its recognition of the university’s 

contributions to the Lakeland community, 

the Lakeland Chamber of Commerce featured 

Southeastern musicians at its annual meeting in 

February. Southeastern’s Jazz Ensemble set the 

tone, followed by a surprise appearance by the 

drumline Fireline.

For the 44th annual meeting of the Society 

for Pentecostal Studies, held at Southeastern 

in March, the Department of Music provided 

Chinese music performed by Professor Braamse, 

Latin jazz from the Jazz Ensemble and student 

string performances of music inspired by Martin 

Luther King Jr., celebrating the society’s theme of 

global Pentecostalism. 

The Jazz Ensemble, a hometown favorite, also 

made several appearances at local events. The 

ensemble is a frequent performer at Dove’s Rest, 

a retirement community in Winter Haven. To 

show their appreciation, community members 

began donating to the band, which now performs 

behind elegant fronts featuring the Southeastern 

seal, purchased through the residents’ generosity. 

Bringing rhythm and excitement to Southeastern 

football and basketball games, the Fireline adds a 

dynamic new beat to the community and school 

events and has become a crowd favorite at the 

annual Lakeland Christmas Parade. 

The increasing number of music students 

now filling departmental ensembles reflects 

Southeastern’s current surge in enrollment. Now, 

both the Jazz Ensemble and the String Orchestra 

are all-student ensembles. More scholarship 

opportunities and stronger recruiting methods 

will continue to bring these anointed and gifted 

music students to Southeastern.  

by Katie Schuh

From the songs of Sound of Music featured in the Musical Theatre Revue to the original 

pop music of the Contemporary Band Concert, the students and faculty of the 

Department of Music have contributed their diverse talents this year at over 20 events 

in the Southeastern and Lakeland communities.
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Mark Belfast Jr.

by Cassie Cooper

Dr. Mark Belfast Jr. brings 

a standard of excellence 

and passion for music to his 

position as director of the 

Southeastern Jazz Ensemble 

that energizes Southeastern’s 

musicians and enriches the 

university and Lakeland 

communities. Dr. Belfast 

joined Southeastern’s faculty 

in 2013, bringing with him significant experience 

in teaching music education courses and directing 

instrumental ensembles.

“Students ought to be applauded for putting their souls on 

the line for everyone in the audience to hear,” Dr. Belfast 

said.  He is always willing to give opportunities to students 

who want to learn more about jazz and improvisation.

When asked about his vision for the Jazz Ensemble, Dr. 

Belfast mentioned the possibility of combining a mission 

trip with a performance tour of New Orleans, the 

birthplace of jazz. “My hope for the ensemble is that it 

becomes a component of the Department of Music that 

is portable and effective for recruiting,” he explained.

Dr. Belfast’s expertise reaches beyond the ensemble 

rehearsal room. He is a frequent presenter of research and 

educational clinics regionally and nationally, including 

the National Association for Music Education Music 

Research and Teacher Education National Conference 

and the annual meeting of the Florida Music Educators’ 

Association. The results of his research have appeared 

in the Missouri Journal of Research in Music Education, the 

Florida Music Director and the Journal of the Desert Skies 

Symposium on Research in Music Education.

In addition to his responsibilities as a researcher and 

educator, Dr. Belfast maintains an active schedule as 

a speaker, clinician and adjudicator throughout the 

southeastern United States.

Chad Sell performing 

with the String Orchestra

David Rogers performing 

with the Jazz Ensemble



Chuck Ellis | 2003

Broadcasting

Director of social media and 

public relations for Fracture in 

Gainesville, Florida

Brittni Palke | 2009

Journalism/Public Relations

Press secretary in the office of 

Congressman Glenn Grothman 

in Washington, D.C.

Kristen Ledlow | 2010

Broadcasting & Communication

Host and sideline reporter on 

NBA TV and TNT

Rebecca Paul | 2010

Journalism/Public Relations

Communications supervisor for 

J. Crew in Lynchburg, Virginia, 

and San Antonio, Texas
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Victoria Garcia | 2013

Broadcasting

Victoria Garcia used her hands-

on education at Southeastern 

University to launch into the 

professional sports world. After graduating, she began 

seeking every opportunity possible, working for Fox 

Sports, ESPN, NASCAR and MLS as a production 

runner. This led to an internship with NASCAR, 

and out of the 20 NASCAR Diversity Program 

interns, Garcia was awarded the 2014 NASCAR 

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNICATION

ALUMNI NEWS

Alix Vittetoe | 2013

English & Intercultural Studies

Alix Vittetoe took her education 

at Southeastern University 

across the world to become 

a missionary in Tanzania, Africa. After leaving 

Southeastern, she joined the Pentecostal Evangelistic 

Fellowship of Africa to work with an unreached 

people group in the Wataturu tribe. Vittetoe and 

her team have used teaching English and literacy as a 

way to build solid relationships and trust among the 

tribe. Her experience in the classroom has directly 

benefited her work in Africa, as Vittetoe stated, “I 

was surrounded by professors on all sides who were 

not only incredibly knowledgeable and experienced 

but also wise and strong in their faith. Without this 

unique atmosphere where students can really learn 

from their professors in deep, meaningful ways, I 

do not think I would have ever made it to the place 

I am today.”

Gina Terry | 2008 & 2011

English

MEd in Teaching & Learning

Staff writer at Southeastern 

University in Lakeland, Florida

Amy Dorvick | 2015

English & Intercultural Studies

Teacher at Xuchang University 

in China

Veronika Tadross | 2015

English & Intercultural Studies

Fourth grade teacher at the 

Jerusalem School of Peace

DEPARTMENT OF
ENGLISH AND FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES

Luke Gambill | 1998

Church Music

Luke Gambill’s involvement 

at Southeastern has enabled 

him to thrive in his diverse 

and creative role in the music business industry. 

He is the creative director for Brentwood-Benson 

Music in Nashville, Tennessee. Gambill plays many 

roles within the company, including executive 

producer, producer, arranger and orchestrator. 

In 2013, his creative endeavors earned him the 

Dove Award for Youth/Children’s Musical of the 

Year. Gambill believes in empowering the next 

generation through his experience, as he is a part-

time teacher that mentors future worship leaders 

and pastors. “I can honestly look back on my time 

with Southeastern and still see several elements that 

are engaged in my day-to-day work,” said Gambill. 

“From orchestration to television production, it has 

all been extremely helpful.”

Brent Beesley | 2001

Music & Instrumental 
Performance

Itinerant worship leader and 

conference speaker

David Wing | 2008

Music Education

Director of bands at 

Woodland Middle School 

in North Port, Florida

Rachel Robbins | 2014

Vocal Performance

Vocal instructor at 

The MusicBox in 

Winter Springs, Florida

DEPARTMENT OF
MUSIC

Candace Gross | 2012 & 2014

Broadcasting

Master of Business Administration

Producer/digital strategist 

for Indie Atlantic Films in 

Lakeland, Florida

Rebecca Vargas | 2012

Broadcasting

Co-anchor of Good Morning 

Suncoast at ABC 7 WWSB in 

Sarasota/Bradenton, Florida

Taja (Scott) Fox | 2012

Journalism/Public Relations

Editor of Bermuda Bliss 

Magazine

Johny Fernandez | 2013

Broadcasting

Reporter/mobile journalist at 

WKMG, the CBS affiliate in 

Orlando, Florida

Diversity Award! Currently, she is a full-time 

producer and editor for the NHL’s Florida Panthers. 

Leading up to game day, Garcia creates and edits 

feature stories pertaining to players and activities 

in and out of the arena. During games, she is the 

crossfire operator, which involves overseeing and 

airing all video and slide content. “My favorite 

thing about the Department of Communication 

was being able to be as hands-on as I wanted to help 

in the creation of shows,” said Garcia. “There were 

no limits to what I could do.”
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by Dean Collins

INVESTING IN
ARTS EDUCATION

It has been an exciting year to be at Southeastern 

University, as we have witnessed unparalleled 

growth in facilities and programs all over our 

university. Specifically within the College of Arts 

& Media, our leadership, students, faculty and arts 

community celebrated the ribbon-cutting of the 

Choral Rehearsal Hall, which allows space for 

choral ensembles to rehearse and students to learn 

in music classes. Our programs have expanded 

to now include a visual arts minor and a Latin 

America minor to meet students’ demand for these 

fields. Fall 2015 also presented another milestone 

for Southeastern, as total student enrollment grew 

to over 4,500. 

Beyond all the numbers and statistics, we are 

witnessing the most important transformation 

here on campus: students are being equipped 

with a preeminent education that teaches them 

to love God and others through passion, service 

and excellence. I’ve often stated, “To know the 

collective hearts of the students at Southeastern 

is to be rich.” The university’s most substantial 

success is witnessed when we see our students use 

their learned experiences on campus to positively 

impact the world.  

The African-American dancer Arthur Mitchell 

once stated, “We must carry the arts to the people, 

not wait for the people to come to the arts.” That 

being said, students from the College of Arts & 

Media have a regular presence in our community. 

Individually, music students use their talents to 

perform for the Imperial Symphony Orchestra 

and other civic events throughout Polk County. 

The Polk Museum of Art has opened its doors 

for our students to perform original poetry to the 

general public during our ekphrastic poetry event. 

English students work with non-English speaking 

adults. Music venues from the area, such as First 

Presbyterian Church (Lakeland) and All Saints’ 

Episcopal Church (Lakeland), have invited students 

and faculty to perform concerts as well as host our 

regular concert series. Students support churches 

locally and throughout the nation through musical 

performances, worship, assisting with short-film 

production and other aspects related to technology.

Bearing in mind the expertise and passion of the 

faculty within our college, our vision has never 

been limited by human capital but rather by 

financial resources. With your help, our college will 

continue stepping into a groundbreaking season of 

growth as we help students grow in compassion 

and experience — and, of course, their field of 

study — to transform the world. Our donors, in 

large part, play an integral part in making the arts 

a transformational experience for our students here 

at Southeastern. We’re immensely grateful to our 

donors of 2015.

There is still much to be achieved, including 

purchasing technology for the new facilities, 

supporting the needs of a comprehensive visual arts 

program and helping us to grow our Revolution 

Film Festival. If you have a passion for Christ, 

education and the arts, Southeastern’s College of 

Arts & Media is the perfect venue for philanthropy. 

If you would like to hear more about our 

remarkable students and programs, I welcome the 

opportunity to give you a tour of our campus and 

arts programming — starting with the new Choral 

Rehearsal Hall. Moments onto our campus, you’ll 

experience the “richness” of our students.

For more information, or to schedule a 

tour, contact Dean Collins at 863.667.5657. 

To send a contribution, mail your check, 

payable to SEU CAM, to 1000 Longfellow 

Blvd., Lakeland, Florida 33801.
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“
Growing up, Cuba was one of those places you were not allowed to go, but 

I wanted to see this place for myself,” said Jason Old, assistant professor of 

Spanish at Southeastern University. Professor Old has a strong passion for Cuba and 

Latin America, which has led him to travel extensively, publish a book about his 

experiences and start a nonprofit organization.

Professor Old started traveling through Latin America in 1998 and began seeing 

how different things really are compared to what he had heard in the States. He 

began to study more about Cuba, the influential leader Che Guevara and the Cuban 

Revolution. After investigating different approaches to visiting Cuba, Professor Old 

qualified for an academic visa and made his first trip, traveling the entire country. 

In 2014, Professor Old published Cuba: Behind the Embargo, a book that describes 

his personal experience. This ethnography includes Professor Old’s thoughts 

and observations of what he would refer to as “the real Cuba.” “I really wanted 

to get behind the embargo and see for myself what Cuba was like,” explained 

Professor Old.

In Holguin, located on the eastern end of Cuba, 

Professor Old developed relationships that led to 

an invitation to speak at the 2013 Latin American 

Congress of Thought during his third trip to 

Cuba. In his address, Professor Old shared about 

CAN Fútbol Foundation (CANFF), a nonprofit 

humanitarian organization he started in Honduras 

in 2008. CANFF uses soccer as a vehicle to promote 

education, community development and public 

health initiatives. 

In 2016, Professor Old will return to Cuba to discuss how his new surf-sharing 

platform, The SurfShare, is promoting economic growth in coastal regions of the 

developing world. 

“Education can transform the mind, but relationships can change a heart,” Professor 

Old replied when asked about the passion motivating his journeys. “We can talk 

about issues and debate and have good dialogue, but nothing changes your heart 

like meeting other people and realizing we are all pretty similar. In many ways, 

we have a lot of the same basic needs, and if we can focus on where we are similar 

as opposed to where we are different, then I think the world would look like a 

different place.”

by Jessica Kurbatov

PASSION FOR CUBA
PROFESSOR OLD TELLS A DIFFERENT 
STORY OF HOW THINGS REALLY ARE

EDUCATION CAN 

TRANSFORM 

THE MIND, BUT 

RELATIONSHIPS 

CAN CHANGE 

A HEART.

T he Lakeland business community is filled 

with highly skilled leaders who encourage 

and inspire those around them. These leaders 

make a lasting impact by coupling their immense 

professional experience with genuine care for their 

community. Often, all it takes to recruit these 

passionate leaders to join a worthy cause is simply 

asking, “Will you help?” Dean Collins presented 

this question to 12 leaders in the Lakeland area in 

2013, resulting in the College of Arts & Media 

advisory board.

The CAM advisory board exists to provide external 

perspectives on the college, using each person’s 

diverse background to optimize the vision of the 

college. The board consists of leaders from many 

different fields, ranging from communication to 

real estate to law. Strategic planning for advancing 

and revising the college’s programs has been the 

primary focus of the board for the 2015–2016 

academic year. The ultimate goal of the board is 

to provide Southeastern students with the best 

education possible.

Southeastern is rapidly growing, and the advisory 

board allows the opportunity for the university 

to share its development and programs with 

the community.

Speaking of the most gratifying experience of 

serving on the advisory board, Lenore Devore, 

editor of The Ledger, said, “For me, it’s been getting 

to know more about the many things happening 

at SEU and bringing the knowledge I’ve gained 

being an editor and a 20-year resident of Lakeland 

by Kyle Ashcraft

COLLEGE OF ARTS & MEDIA 
ADVISORY BOARD
SHAPING THE COLLEGE THROUGH 
COMPASSIONATE LEADERS

to the table. We recently met with students who 

provided valuable information to the advisory 

board about their thoughts on the university and its 

direction, which could lead to changes that benefit 

students in the future.”

Martha Linder, former president of the Imperial 

Symphony Orchestra, has been impressed with the 

unity and quality of education at Southeastern. “It 

has been eye-opening and impressive to see how 

Southeastern University feels that contributing to 

and being a part of Lakeland is important, rather than 

being an isolated entity,” said Linder. “Businesses 

in Lakeland are delighted to hire Southeastern 

students, knowing that they are responsible workers 

with strong values and integrity.”

When asked about her experience as the chair of the 

advisory board, Claire Orologas, executive director 

of the Polk Museum of Art, said, “Since joining 

the board, I have been impressed and inspired by 

the faculty and their dedication to their students, 

to excellence and to this community. Being present 

for key moments has been extremely gratifying, 

including the opening of the first exhibition of 

student photography at SEU, the annual ekphrastic 

poetry event at the Polk Museum of Art and the 

ribbon-cutting for the Choral Rehearsal Hall.”

From the College of Arts & Media, we say “thank 

you” to the CAM advisory board members, who 

invest their time and energy into shaping the future 

of Southeastern University!
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Mark Belfast Jr., PhD, completed a research 

study, titled “Performance Considerations of 

Secondary School Instrumentalists.” The research 

was presented at the Desert Skies Symposium on 

Research in Music Education in Tucson, Arizona, 

and was published in the symposium’s peer-

reviewed journal. He served as the director of 

the 2015 Florida Bandmasters Association (FBA) 

Middle School All-State Jazz Band. Dr. Belfast 

was also added to the FBA adjudication list and 

served as an adjudicator for the FBA State Jazz 

Ensemble Music Performance Assessment.

Brian Blume, MM, performed and presented 

clinics at universities and Percussive Arts Society 

events in Florida, Tennessee, South Carolina and 

Indiana. Two of his compositions were published 

by Tapspace Publications: “Friction” for marimba 

duo and digital audio accompaniment and “Take 

Two!” which is a collection of rudimental snare 

drum and tenor duets. Last fall, he was invited 

to present two sessions at the Percussive Arts 

Society International Convention in San Antonio, 

Texas. The first session is titled “Two Mallet 

FUNdamentals: From the Ground Up,” and the 

second is a presentation with Dr. Colin Hill, titled 

“Challenges and Rewards of Today’s Percussion 

Duo.” Blume and Dr. Hill comprise the BluHill 

Percussion Duo.

Craig Collins, EdD, presented a session for K–12 

educators at the 2015 Florida Music Educators 

Conference in Tampa — “Same Music; Different 

Tune: Making the Teacher Evaluation Process 

Work for You.”

Paul Corrigan, PhD, published several essays, 

including “Whispers of Faith in Contemporary 

American Literature” in Christianity & Literature, 

“Error in Student Writing: A Balanced, 

Developmental Approach” in The Writing Campus, 

and “Re: Your Recent Email to Your Professor” 

(written along with Dr. Cameron McNabb) in 

Inside Higher Ed. He also published an interview 

with the poet Li-Young Lee in Image: Art, Faith, 

Mystery and interviewed the poet Naomi Shihab 

Nye. This year, he also completed his doctorate at 

the University of South Florida, receiving several 

accolades for his work.

Annabelle Gardiner, MM, continued in 

her fifth season as assistant concertmaster of the 

Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra. Last summer, 

Professor Gardiner and her husband, Ronald, 

taught at the MasterWorks Festival in the String 

Intensive Studies program. The Spiritus piano trio, 

consisting of Professors Annabelle and Ronald 

Gardiner and Dr. Hulin, was invited to present 

at the 2015 FMEA conference in Tampa, Florida. 

In July, Professor Gardiner performed as lead 

violinist for internationally acclaimed artist Idina 

Menzel, with performances in Orlando, Boca 

Raton and Clearwater. She continued her work 

in the recording studio for Tokyo Disney and as 

a solo violinist for select choral works produced 

by Hal Leonard publishers. In August, she served 

as a strings adjudicator for the Assemblies of God 

National Fine Arts Festival. 

Ronald Gardiner, MM, continued to serve as 

the principal cellist of the Orlando Philharmonic 

Orchestra. On September 19, 2015, the band 

With In released an album titled Sheep Songs: 

The Collection, and Professor Gardiner was a 

featured soloist on the beautiful ballad “He 

Weeps” and an upbeat number titled “Are You 

Still There?” Along with his wife, Annabelle, 

Professor Gardiner performed with Opera Tampa, 

Disney’s Candlelight Orchestra and the Spiritus 

piano trio. The Gardiners worked with students 

in the Orlando-based Florida Youth Symphony 

Orchestra as clinicians. Last September, the SEU 

string faculty hosted the “All-State Workshop for 

Strings,” helping students from all over Florida 

prepare for their All-State auditions.  

Richard Harris, EdD, led a community-wide 

symposium on black-white relations in America, 

sponsored by the Greater Bartow Chamber of 

Commerce and the City Council of Bartow, 

Florida. He also provided speech coaching for TED 

speakers at TEDx Cincinnati and served as a public 

speaking judge for the Child of the Sun Invitational 

Speech Tournament in Lakeland, Florida.

David Lee, PhD, traveled to the Philippines in 

March, where he worked with the Kings Garden’s 

Children’s Home to develop a public relations 

campaign for the orphanage. In April, he handled 

media relations for a National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society walk-a-thon in Orlando, Florida. In 

June, Dr. Lee traveled to Thailand, Cambodia 

and Myanmar, where he worked on projects for 

numerous nongovernmental organizations, the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the 

Assemblies of God. He returned to Cuba in July 

to continue working with the national leadership 

of the Assemblies of God to develop media that is 

distributed throughout the nation. Also in July, Dr. 

Lee traveled to Southeast Asia to work on projects 

in Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and the Philippines. 

In October, he traveled to Seattle, Washington, 

to meet with a consortium of worship leaders to 

discuss trends and the use of media technologies 

to enhance the worship experience in churches. 

Dr. Lee traveled to Singapore and Thailand in 

December to meet with leaders from around the 

world that are working to improve conditions for 

people at risk in emerging Asian nations.

Cameron McNabb, PhD, has recently 

published in both peer-reviewed and popular 

venues. Her article “Shakespeare’s Semiotics and 

the Problem of Falstaff” is forthcoming in Studies 

in Philology, and her co-authored piece, written 

with Southeastern colleague Dr. Paul Corrigan, 

“Re: Your Recent Email to Your Professor” 

appeared in Inside Higher Ed. Moreover, she was 

interviewed on Georgia Public Radio for her 

piece “The Secret History of ‘Y’all’: The Murky 

Origins of a Legendary Southern Slang Word,” 

which appeared in Salon.

Jon Seals, MFA, was invited as one of two 

artists featured in the University of Montevallos’ 

art exhibition, A Mirror and a Door. This event 

took place at Bloch Hall Gallery, which is a 

significant public venue for the visual arts in the 

Montevallo community and in Shelby County, 

Alabama. Professor Seals displayed 10 original 

works of art, alongside the work of Ryan Foster, at 

this two-person exhibit.

Young-Ah Tak (Artist-in-Residence), DMA, 

recently gave two solo recitals and master classes in 

Korea in September 2015. The recitals took place 

at Seoul Arts Center in Seoul and Somin Art Hall 

in Busan. She has also performed at the Steinway 

Master Artist Series at Chestnut Hill College 

in Philadelphia.

Danny Tindall, EdD, received invitations 

for solo and ensemble adjudication for two FBA 

districts in Florida. He was the wind and percussion 

section conductor for the Imperial Symphony 

Orchestra, while also being the timpanist for the 

orchestra. Dr. Tindall founded a senior choir in 

Lakeland, Florida, which is a church-oriented 

group that invites individuals, ages 55 and older, 

to engage with familiar styles of music. He also 

played for multiple percussion performances with 

the Lakeland Choral Society.

FACULTY RESEARCH & ACHIEVEMENTS
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U npland Improv is an improvisational comedy 

show put on by Southeastern University 

students, with the guidance of Professor David 

Sparling. In this show, our talented students use 

their keen wit to entertain the audience through 

clean and humorous skits. 

Sean McKenney, a junior at Southeastern, joined 

the group as a freshman and now takes the role 

of both the casting director and comedian 

for the show. He describes the show as “our 

campus-produced, student-run, student-led, 

by Kayli Baker

UNPLAND 
IMPROV

student-almost-everything television show. It is 

improvisational comedy, very similar to the show 

Whose Line Is It Anyway?”

Unpland Improv is in its eighth year, and 

McKenney believes that it has been valuable to the 

Southeastern community because “at the end of 

the day, we really feel that it’s a ministry. There are 

times when you just need a laugh.” The group has 

also reached beyond the campus of Southeastern 

by performing at events such as the Polk Museum 

of Art’s 50th anniversary dinner at the Lakeland 

Yacht and Country Club.

Professor Sparling has raved about how well the 

group has gelled over time and about what a 

success the show has become in eight short years. 

The show currently airs on five cable networks, 

reaching 14.5 million viewers. Sparling announced 

that the team is submitting to air the show on Polk 

Government Television (PGTV).

Southeastern University 

String Orchestra

Commissioner Melony Bell 

speaking at the SMART 

Business symposium

Tammie Nemecek, director 

of GrowFL, speaking at the 

SMART Business symposium

Allen Reed, creative director 

of Madden Brand Agency, 

speaking at the SMART 

Business symposium

Students practicing figure 

drawing in Drawing I

Guests enjoy hearing Southeastern 

students present their original poetry 

at the ekphrastic poetry event

Southeastern University Jazz Ensemble

Eunice Hutto and Stella Heath at 

the SMART Business symposium

Mike Martin and Dean Collins at National Philanthropy 

Day. Mike and Joy Martin won the Philanthropist of the 

Year award presented by the Polk County Chapter of 

the Association of Fundraising Professionals.



Feb 4  Lecture Recital 7:30 PM

 5 Unpland Improv 7:00 & 9:00 PM

 5–6 Revolution Film Festival Various times

 17  RAW TV 7:00 & 8:00 PM
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 Piano Recital of 
7:30 PM  Dr. Young-Ah Tak 

 25  Drawing Exhibition 6:30 PM

  Percussion Ensemble 
7:30 PM  Concert

Mar 9  RAW TV 7:00 & 8:00 PM

 10 Art-to-Art: The Intersection 6:30 PM
  of Images and Words

 11 Unpland Improv 7:00 & 9:00 PM

  Wind Ensemble Concert 7:30 PM

 12 A Night at the 
7:00 PM  Opera ... Scenes

 19  Percussion Recital of 
7:30 PM  Brian Blume

 30  RAW TV 7:00 & 8:00 PM

Apr 8–9 Children of Eden 7:30 PM

 10 Children of Eden 2:00 PM

 13  RAW TV 7:00 & 8:00 PM

 14 Jazz Ensemble Concert 7:30 PM

 17  Orchestra Concert 3:00 PM
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 Chamber Singers Concert 

7:30 PM
  with the Imperial Symphony
  Orchestra, Florida Southern
  College and Lakeland
  Choral Society

 21 Painting Exhibition 6:30 PM

   Contemporary Band 
7:30 PM  Concert

 24 An Afternoon Melody 2:00 PM

 25 Choral Concert 7:30 PM

For locations and tickets, please call 

863.667.5657 or visit SEU.edu/arts.

SPRING 2016
PERFORMANCE SERIES
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